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INTRODUCTION, 


NCE the Death of the late Earl of 
Sunderland, his Papers of a Publick 
Nature have been taken Care of, as I 
am inform'd, by ſome Honourable Per. 
fons in the Adminiſtration ; and the 
reſt, I preſume, remain with his Exe. 
cutors. . 


I HAVE not the Vanity to think, that the Letters 
I wrote to that Noble Lord, have had the Honour to 
accompany his Publick Papers; and therefore conclude, 
that they are in the Cuſtody of thoſe intruſted with his 
Family-Affairs. e ; 


I'F Curioſity ſhould at any Time diſpoſe to the 
Perufal of them, they may, in Converſation, be very 
imperſectly repreſented ; and therefore, in Juſtice to 
my. ſelf, I ſhall give them to the Publick in my own. 
Words. I was induced to begin, and afterwards to 

| | CON - 


6,1 
continue, this Correſpondence, with a Lord, with 
whom 1 had formerly been very well acquainted, in 
hopes that ſome Good might reſult > ves many And 
the Welfare of Great Britain being my principal Point 
of View, I ſhould have thought my-ſelf inexcuſable in 
declining any Opportunity, where there was the leaſt 
Probability of contributing thereto. y 


THE PREFACE to the COLLECTION 
lately publiſh'd by me, was wrote in the Country, and 
finiſh'd in the Morning of the Day it bears Date; and 
late that Night I had the News of the Lord Sunder- 
lands Death. I mention this, becauſe in ſome Parts of 
that Preface, I expreſs my-ſelf in the very Words of 
my Letters to his Lordſhip. And I did it the tather, 
that he might ſee my Defire 6f having the Propoſition 
I made to Him, confider'd of by Others. Two Days 
after his Receipt of my laſt Letter, I had a very preſ- 
ſing Meſſage from him for a Meeting; but I was that 
Moment going into the Country, and did not return 
till after his Death. ff. 


WHAT Meaſures that Noble Lord would or could 
have purſu' d, had he liv'd, I am not able to determine; 
but in all the Converſations I had with him, he ſeem'd 
to approve of my Way of Thinking; and particularly 
as to the Diſſolution of the late Parliament, and to 
have prevented the Laſt Seſſion which we had thereof: 
And this I thought was the moſt likely Way to leſſen 
the Bribery and Corruption, to which a longer Time 
would give greater Opportunities. — 


I ACQUAINTED his Lordſhip with the Import 
of the Bill for the Freedom of Eleftions, before it was 
brought into the Houſe of Commons; and therein he 
ſeemed alſo to agree with me: And after that Bill was 
ſent up to, the Houſe of Peers, I wrote to him about it 
reminded him of what he had ſaid to me on e 

Ject; 


5 „ . 
ject; and added, That the Paſſing of it by his Intereſt. 
and Influence, would gain to him the Good will of all 

who wiſh'd well to the Liberties of Britain. But when 
I reflect on what has happen d, I cannot but conclude, 
That his Lordſhip's Converſation with my: ſelf and 
ſome other Perſons, was either by way of Amuſement, 
to ſerve Purpoſes he thought fit to conceal ; or, in rea- 
lity, That he had nor that Power and Influence which 
was 2 believ'd, and was not able to effect any 
of the good Things he ſeem'd to approve of. 


B J the Death of Lord Sunderland, the Miniſtry 
which exiſted about Fourteen Months ago, ſeems to be 
much changed. It is certain, that their Management 
of Publick Affairs, was far from being a Bleſſing to 
the Nation: But if the laſt Lord ſincerely e. 
by his future Services to his Country, to have made 
ſome Amends for the Miſchiefs he had contributed to, 
his Death is then a real Loſs. However, his Succeſ- 
ſors in Power and Credit, have thereby a great Oppor- 
{© tunity put into their Hands, of gaining this Reputation 
= intirely to Themſelves; and I heartily wiſh they may. 


I WAS very Early apprehenſive of ill Conſequences 
from the Meaſures I ſaw purſuing ; and above Six Years 
ago, Texpreſs'd my Fears to ſome Perſons, of the Firſt 
Diſtinction, and to ſeveral Others: And the General 
Diſcontents I dreaded, are now very apparent. 


IT is deny'd by no-body, That the Number of 
W Jacobites has been greatly increaſed ſince His Ma- 
jieſty's Acceſſion to the Throne; but, I believe, it 
will be as generally agreed, That theſe New Faco- 
bites are no-wiſe influenc'd by any Regard to the 
Pretended Hereditary Right, and act purely upon 
what they take to be Revolution Principles, hob much 
ſoe ver they may miſtake the ſame. Theſe are certain- 
ly the Facobites to be moſt apprehended ; but * 
oo Fe gets the 
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the eaſieſt to be Regain'd : And it will be greatly to 
the Honour of the Preſent Miniſtry, to accomplifh this 
Good Work. I think it is in their Power to do it; 
and if the Hints I have given in the Preface to the Col. 
lectian lately publiſh'd by me, and in the following 
LETTERS, ſhould be of any Uſe to them for 
that Purpoſe, it will be a very great Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction to me. e 


A the Earneſt Defire of the late Earl of S. 
derland, I conſented to meet him; and have ſince 
ſpoken and wrote my Thoughts to him with great 
Flainnefs and Freedom: And I now take Leave, tho? 
without the like previous Encouragement, to recom- 
mend the ſame Matters to the ſerious Confideration of 

thoſe who are now in Power. 5 


I SHALL mention another Particular, which 
to me appears of the laſt Importance ; viz. That a 
NEW WAR, unlefs abſolutely neceſſary, will be 
the moſt fatal Step which can poſſibly be taken. The 
Expence thereof cannot, I think, be ſupported, without 
carrying the Diſcontents of the People to a much great- 
er Height ; and if an Invaſion ſhould happen in ſuch a 
Ferment, what fatal e may not one appre- 
hend to the King and Kingdom! e 


IT is certain, That the Enemies of His Majeſty 
and his Royal Family, have their Eyes on ſuch an E- 
vent, and build their chief Hopes thereon ; And can it 
be prudent to gratify them in what they wiſh 7 Their 
Diſaffection, at preſent, appears only in loud Cla- 
mours, and treaſonable Pamphlets ; but ſhould they 
have the Encouragement of a Foreign Force, a fatal 
 Domeſtick War, I think, could not be avoided. - 


TT 


194 


I T is to be hop'd, the Preſent Miniſtry will purſue 
ſuch Meaſures, that the Ferment the Nation 1s now 


in, may ſoon ſubſide ; and RY certainly, can con- 


tribute more thereto, than to remove effectually the 
Fears and Jealouſies of thoſe, who act on the Old 
Principle of Engliſh Liberty ; who eſteem Slavery, in 
any Gave: the Worſt of Evils, and will be always 
alarm'd at every Appearance or Approach towards it. 


WHEN this is effected, the Publick Credit will, 
in Conſequence, revive ; and by a prudent Manage- 
ment of the Publick Treaſure, and retrenching all un- 
neceflary Expences, the Payment of the National 
Debts may be made poſſible and practicable. In ſuch 
a Situation, a New War, if abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Good of Britain, might and would be ſupported: But 
otherwiſe, a War appears to me pregnant with man 
Miſchiefs; eſpecially, if it ſouſ be a 8 
that we are acting the Part of Knight-Errants, and 
meddling in Quarrels in which the Nation is but very 
remotely, if at all, concern'd, „ 


I HAVE been credibly informed, That ſome Per- 
{ons expreſs'd great Satisfaction when the late Rebel- 
lion happen'd 3 as hoping it would give them an Op- 


Portunity intirely to e and cruſh their Ene- 
mies: And it is far from 


H eing impoſſible, that ſome 
ſuch Spirits may be ſtill remaining, who are deſirous 
to irritate and provoke another Rebellion, that they 
might take that Opportunity to accompliſh fully what 


they fail'd in on the laſt Occafion. To ſuch Perſons, 


if there be any ſuch, I ſhall expreſs my Thoughts in 
the Words I made uſe of, when I ſpoke againſt the 


Repeal of the Act for Triennial Parliaments. 


B „ 


[10] 
* CERTAINLY, no Gentleman can be afraid 
© of what every Gentleman muſt wiſh, That before 


the End of another Tear, our Ferment will ſub- 


e fide, and the Nation be reſtored to a perfett 
* Calm, which would intirely take away all Preten- 
* ces of doing what is now endeavour d: Or, that 
© the unanimous Voice of the Elefors of Great 
* Britain, agarnſt ſuch a Law, would, before an- 


* other Seſſions, be found too ſtrong to be reſiſted 


* by their Repreſentatives, and, that Gentlemen, 


© upon' a mature Conſideration, might come to 


&« think very differently of this Matter from what 


<* they at preſent may ;, and that, therefore, this 


great Maſter- piece muſt be firuck off at One 
. Heat, and that Now or Never, muſt be the Word: 


« Or, may not others without Doors be apt to ſu- 
ſpect, that this Law is really intended to encou- 


* rage the Pretender to invade, and bis ſecret 


© Friends to ſhew themſelves in Publick ; by ſooth- 
ing them up in the Hopes and Belief of tbe 


© Greatneſs of their Numbers; and by leading 


« them into that Snare, have an Opportunity of 


 & diſcovering and cruſhing them ar thoroughly in 
England, as we have lately done in Scotland; 
&* and thereby ſecure for ever the Peace and Tran- 
ce guility of the whole Kingdom? For, it is impoſ- 


<« ible to imagine, that ſuch Encouragement would 
« be given to the Pretender or his Friends, as 
e ſeems to be done by the Preamble of this Bill, and 


the Debate of this Day, if thoſe who were for 


& the Bill, were not intirely ſatisfied, that a New 


ce Rebellion, if it ſhould happen, would be attended 


. 
c 
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tioned. How right a Deſign of this kind may be 
. buf 


only with the Conſequences I have juſt now men- 


in Politicłs, I will not pretend to determine; 
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ce But will venture to affirm, That it is intirely in. 


e conſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
« Principles of Humanity common to all Mankind. 


te But beſides, I think an Experiment of this 
kind much too dangerous to be tryd; for, when 
the Fire is once kindled, no human Wiſdom can 
tell bow much it may conſume. And although we 
* have bappily ſuppreſs'd the late unnatural Re- 
bellion, yet, I am perſuaded, no wiſe Man can 
wiſh, to ſerve any End whatever, to ſee the Na- 
tion expos'd again to the Riſque of ſuch another 
Attempt, although it ſhould be az ill concerted 
at Home, and as little "=; babhgn from Abroad, 
as the laſt ſeems to have been. Such Mottives 
as theſe, therefore, can ſurely prevail with no- 
body , and yet I am not able to gueſs at thoſe 


© which ſhou'd : And where no viſible FAM does 


appear for ſo violent and needleſs a Precipita- 
tion, there muſt and will be great Variety of Con- 


© jeckures at thoſe which are not ſeen. 


T HE Speech lately printed againſt the Repeal of 


the Act for Triemial Parliaments, and which, in the 


Second Edition of it, is mentioned. to be ſpoke by me, 
is intirely agreeable to my Thoughts on . Subject, 
although the Expreſſions may vary from thoſe which I 


made uſe of; and I know, that ſome Things which I 
ſaid, are therein omitted. And ſince that Matter may 


come under the Confideration of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſoon after their firſt Meeting, what has been pub- 


liſh'd either For or Againſt the Repeal of that Law, 


may deſerve the Peruſal and Conſideration of thoſe 
Condon, who are to give their Votes in a future 
A ö i 2 Hades 
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THE Senſe of the Nation ſeems to be univerſally 
expreſs d for Reſtoring that valuable Law abtain'd in 
the Sixth Year of the Reign of the late King William; 
and that, no doubt, will have its due Weight with their 
Repre ſentatives in Parliament. Greàt Improyements 
have been made in Bribery and r ee and other 

indirect Practices in Elections; and therefore, {urely, 
nothing ſhould be omitted which is abſolutely neceſ⸗ 
ſary to make a thorough Cure of a Diſeaſe, which, in 
Time, may be more fatal to the Nation, than the moſt 


raging Peſtilence. 


WHENEVER a Bill for the Freedom of Ele- 
ctions ſhall be again confider'd of in Parliament, it 


would be of great Uſe towards the framing thereof, 


that what has happen'd in the ſeveral Difputed Ele- 
ctions, were reduced to Writing, by the Gentlemen 
concern'd, and in a Readineſs to be laid before the 
Houſe. And I think it would be alſo of Service to 
Rate the Number of the Electors in the lefler Boroughs 
and Corporations, and to diſtinguiſh thoſe who are un- 
der the Influence of the Commiſſioners of Caſtoms, Ex- 
ciſe and Poft-Office. 2 5 


* 
1. = 
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who wiſh well w «he Labortics of Bruin, Whether dit 
Virtue and Integrity of thoſe who have lately reſiſted 


great Temptations, ſhould not be 'vegarded, and their 


Names publiſh'd with Honour to the whole Nation, to 
intitle them to the Love, Friendſhip, and Reſpect of 
all good Men. And I think, there could not be a more 


uſeful or better apply'd Charity, than to aſſiſt ſuch of 


the faid Electors as are in ſtrait and neceſſitous Circum- 
ſtances ; for if corrupted Villains only, meet with En- 


couragement, and they proſper in. and by their Wicked 
neſs, the Righteous may be at laſt tempted to think, 


that they have cleans'd their Hands in vain; and on 
1 e 5 future 


[ 13 J 
future Tryals, the Integrity of many may be vanquiſh'd * 
and Corruption univerfally prevail. I am, indeed, ſo 
affected with this Confideration, that I ſhould not 
think my. Proportion of a Land-Tax too much to con- 
tribute to ſo Worthy and Honourable a Purpoſe. _ 


O N the other Hand, thoſe who have openly, and 
in the Face of the Sun, expoſed their Votes at Market, 
ought not to be concealed ; and they, and all others 

who ſhall be difcover'd to have dealt in this Traffick, 
ſhould be diſcouraged and diſcountenanc'd by all honeſt 
Men, and treated like Excommunicated Perſons, with 
whom no Commerce or Converſation ſhould be had. 
This, perhaps, might bring them to Repentance and a 
Reformation of their Lives. 


IEK NOW not what Others may think of theſe 
ſort of People; but in my Opinion, Coke of St. Ed- 
mond i- Bury, and his wicked Accomplice, are SAINT'Sg 
when compar'd to them. They conſpired the Death, 
and effected the Maiming of an Innocent Man; Bur 
theſe Monſters contribute, what in them lies, to the 
Murder of a Whole Nation; nay, what is worſe, To 
the Deſtruction of its Liberties, and to the Reducing 
the preſent Age and Poſterity to a State of Slavery: 
And altho' Providence ſhould prevent ſuch direful Con- 
== ſequences, and the Gentlemen choſen by them, ſhould 
act for the Good of their Country, the Charge will 
remain till the ſame againſt thoſe who had Regard 
= only to the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. As to thoſe 
who have made it their expreſs Buſineſs to go about 
from Borough to Borough, to Corrupt the Electors, I 
am not at preſent able to form an adequate Idea of 
7] their Guilt. | | 


TISHALL conclude with an Earneſt Addreſs 
to the Reverend CLERGY of this Nation, To con- 
9 | tribute 
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& * © 
tribute their Authority and Exhortations to the Sup- 
preſſing of this Reigning Wickedneſs : For, if a mY 


cannot be put thereto, the very Name of Religion wi 


in Time be loſt, and Morality and Common Honeſty 
will be no more known amongſt us. 


Atril 28. 1722. 


 Arxcn. HureHESON. 


COPIES 


4 


a LORD. 


1 
e e 
HS © KA 0 
DIG 
Mr. HUTCHESOQN, 
FJ 
Late Earl of SUN DERLAN D. 


— 


COPT of Mr. Hutcheſan's FIRST LETTEX 
to the Earl of Sunderland. | 


LonDon, JuLY 28. 1721. 


T is with great Satisfaction that I can 
look back on my whole Conduct ſince I 
have had the Honour to fit in Parlia- 

ment; bai with diſintereſted Views 
to private Advantages, aim'd ſincerely 


XN. 2 — 
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* - 


at the True Intereſt of my Country, 


and, as a Conſequence, at the Eſtabliſnment of the 


Preſent Royal Family; and have ſeen, with a real 


1 


Concern, too many Things which have been done and 


hap- 


: F 8 x 
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happen d to the Piſſervice of both: But Yeſterday 100 


not to be recalled ; and it is the Duty of every Honeſt 


Man, and more particularly incumbent on thoſe who, 
are truſted by their Prince or Country, to endeavour to 
make the Beſt of 1 and always to do that, 
which, according to the 


ituation of Affairs, ſhall ap- 
pear beſt and moſt prudent to be done. 


THE good Opinion which His Majeſty is plea-d 
to retain of me, gives me a ſenſible Pleaſure; and I 
beg your Lordſhip to aſſure His Majeſty, that I have 


never oppoſed the Meaſures of His Miniſtry, but when, 


grin through the Weakneſs of my Judgment, they 
ave appear'd to me inconſiſtent with the IJ rue Intereſt 


of His Majeſty and the Kingdom. 


YOUR Lordſhip, no doubt, has acquainted- the 
King with your Converſation of late with my-felf and 
ſome others; and I am 33 His Majeſty will 


Joon ſee, That many Perſons who have been repre- 


ſented as Ehemies, are far from being ſo; and will be 
found Good Engliſhmen and Loyal Subjects. 


ON the Subject Matter of our laſt Converſation, 


give me Leave to repeat to your LAG my own 
and the Opinion of ' thoſe in my Way ot bink; 


That a New Parliament is abſolutely neceſſary for he 


King's Honour and the Quiet of the Kingdam. The 
Unhappy South. Sea Scheme has, I doubt, given too 
general a Diſreliſh of the preſent Houſe of Commons; 


And this, and their long Continuance already, will, if 


Jam rightly informed, occaſion Addreſſes very uni- 
verfally for a Diſſolution. The Cry of a Whole Na- 


de done, I cou'd wiſh it were ex mero motu. 


tion is hardly to be withſtood ; and if the Thing is to 


COPY 
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COPTof My. Hutcheſon's Scoxn 
LETTER to the Earl of Sun- 
derland. LE 


BAR, Tuxspar, SEPTEMBER S. 1721. 


HAVE had ſome Diſcourſe with i 
— — - fince his coming hither, 


and I affure your Lordſhip, I can retain 
no doubt-of your fincere Endeavours to 
have procur'd for the People of Great 
Britain, an Opportunity of being repre- 
ſented in Parliament by an immediate New Choice; 
ſince nothing could have been more for your own, and 
_ Honour and Intereſt of His Majeſty and the 
— 1 | VVV 


B UT it is from hence evident, that there doth 
3 full remain with His Majeſty, ſtrong Impreſſions to the 
Diſadvantage of thoſe under the Denomination of 
= -Lories.; "T that the ſpecious Pretences of Perſons who 
have little Intereſt with the King, and who can ſuc- 
ceed in nothing elſe, will always prevail, whenever any 
thing is attempted by your Lordſhip, which has the 
leaſt favourable Aſpect towards thoſe I have mention'd : 
Or, to expreſs the ſame Thing more properly, When- 
* ever any Endeavours are uſed: to put an End to the 
3 Meaſures which have been 92 long and nne 
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ſued, Of governing by a Few, inſtead of making His 


Majeſty, what every Honeſt Man muit wiſh, The 
KinG OF ALL HIS PEOPLE. | | 


AS to the Prolongation of the Parliament, I cannot 
think, That the moſt ſanguine Party-man, who has 


common Senſe, would defire it ; for that would be, to 


pull off the Maſque at once, to declare openly, 'That 


the Liberties of the Britiſßh Nation, and its Ancient 


Conſtitution, were intirely at an End. I ſhould rather 
imagine, That thoſe who have prevail'd for another 
Seſſions, will have Recourſe to Methods which they 
are well acquainted with, to procure a New Choice 
which will equally anſwer their Views: And in my 
Way of Thinking, this would be much more fatal to 
the Nation, than a Prolongation of the preſent Parlia- 


IN the Converſation I have had the Honour to 


have with your Lordſhip, in the Letter I wrote to 


your-ſelf, and in that to another Perſon, which you 


have ſeen, I have expreſs'd my Thoughts with Honeſty 


and Plainneſs ; and having talk'd them over with the 


Noble Lord from whom you will receive this, I ſhall 


inlarge this Letter only to aſſure your Lordſhip, That 
I ſhall continue my ” Seen to Almighty God, That 
He may direct his Majeſty and his Miniſters, to pur- 
Jue ſuch Meaſures, as may reſtore the Wealth, the 
Honour, and Tranquility of this Kingdom; which, 
in my poor Opinion, would be a much better. curity 


for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, than all the Guarantees 
' which have been hitherto, or which can ever be entred 


into for that Purpoſe. 
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THE THIRD LETTER which Mr. HurchgsoN 
wrote to the Earl of Su xDERL AND, was after the Bill 
for the Freedom of Elections was carry'd up to the 
Houſe of Peers, and on the Subject of that Bill; but 
the Copy thereof is either miſlaid or loſt. 


N FREIE 
eee 


2285 
S 


CO PT of Mr. Hutchefon's Fousrn | 
LETTER to the Earl of Sun- 
derland. ND OR A ere 


EasT-BARNET, TUESDAY, APRIL 3. 1722+ 
Ay LORD, 
WE N the Treatiſes which I have publiſhed, 
dee H have fully expreſs'd my Sentiments of 
8 I the Meaſures, which appear'd to me 
the moſt likely to have -procur'd the 
8 wet and Happineſs: of Great Britain, 
and the Firm Eſtabliſhment of His Majeſty and His 
Royal Family : And I have, in and out of Parliament, 
as Occaſions have offer'd, expreſs'd my-ſelf to the 
lame Effect; and I am not yet ſenſible, that I have 
been miſtaken in any One Point, altho' I have differ'd 
in Opinion from thoſe who have had the chief Conduct 
of Publick Affairs fince His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 

Dt. C 2 Throne. 


— 


— 


F 


* 
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Throne. I will not pretend to gueſs at the Primary or 


Secondary Views of Others ; but I fincerely declare to 
your Lordſhip, That the Acquiſition of immenſe 
Wealth or great Power, has had no Share in mine ; 
and 1 have the Vanity to affirm, That I would not 
gain the Enipire of the World at the Price of the Ruin 


of my Country. Salus Pepuli Suprema Lex eſto, is a 
Principle I early imbibed, and from which I never will 
depart; and I will very freely and readily own, That © 
the Happineſs of my Country, is infinitely dearer to me, 
t han the Grandeur of All the Royal Families upon Earth. 


This is the Language which Freemen ought to ſpeak ; 
and 'tis 7 hey, and only They, who will be found the 
Beſt Support of the Britiſh Throne. 


THERE is another Maxim which I think all 
good Men ought to adhere to; viz. Notwithſtanding 
paſt Errors and. Miſt akes, to endeavour to do all the 
Good which in the then Situation of Affairs can be done. 
It was this which chearfully diſpoſed me to the Meet- 
ings I had with your Lordſhip in the laſt and preceding 
Seſſions of Parliament, and which occafion'd the Let- 
ters I did my-ſelf the Honour to write to you. But it 


is with a deep Concern, that I have ſeen what I pro- 


poſed, and which your Lordſhip feem'd to approve of, 


as unfucceſsful as my former good Wiſhes were; and 


that Meaſures directly contrary have been purſued, 


and in which Tour Loraſhip appears to have had your full 
Share. But Tefterday is not to be recalled ; and ſince 


your Lordſhip is defirous of another Meeting with me, 
I ſhall readily agree thereto, as I would with any other 


Perſon who has the Honour to ſerve His Majeſty in a 
High Station ; and ſhould think it a great Happineſs, 
if my poor Thoughts could contribute to the Firm Eſta- 


| bliſhment of the Royal Family, on a Foundation con- 


ſiſtent with the Liberties of a Free People; which I 
ſhall never compliment away, nor give my Vote to ſa- 
crifice to apy Perſon upon Earth, 
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ON this Occaſion, give me Leave to mention, 
what I am ſure your Lordſhip 1s ſufficiently apprized 
of ; That the. late Houſe of Commons appears to be 
uuiverſallj deteſted by the Whole Nation, how much. 
ſwoe ver they may be in the Favour of the Miniſtry : 
And whether thoſe who are next to fill Sr. Stephen's 
TY: Chapel, will be more agreeable to the People, confider- 
ing the Manner in which they are roo generally choſen, 
> Time only, and their Conduct, will explain. The 
2 Jealouſy alſo is univerſally 2 That the Mini ſtry 
intend to ſupport their own Power, whatever the Conſe- 
** quences to the King or Nation may be, by a Parliament 
intirelh at their Devotion, aſſiſted by a Standing Army; 
and that thereby the Britiſh Liberties will be render'd_ 
Vor & preterea nihil: That the inſupportable Liad of 
Z Pablick Debts, inſtead of diminiſhing, will increaſe daily 
to ſerve the Ends only of Foreign Acquiſitions, and 
Quarrels in which Great Britain hath not, nor onght 
to have, any Concern. It were too much for the Com- 
paaſs of a Letter, to enumerate all the leſſer Particulars 


of Diſcontent; nor need I do it to your Lordſhip. I 


would to God, That all Real Cauſes, and even the 
= Appearances of Diſſatisfaction, were remov'd; and I 
think *tis {till poſſible to be done, if thoſe in the Ad- 

miniſtration would heartily concur therein: But, ſurely, 

anne NO TIME TO BE LOST. 
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IHE RE are many Things to be conſider'd to- 
wards this Great and Important Work; but the Foun- 
Cation is, To make it a Demonſtration to the whole 
Nation, That His Majeſty relies on the Affectiaus of His 
People, as the Only Solid Guarantee for the Proteſtant 
Cucceſſion; That He is Equally the King of All His 
Teeple; and that yo Part, much leſs, the ſar greater 
Part, may he under the Impreſſions, that they are 
Fonſider'd only in the Nature of Preſcrib'd Per ſont, and 
de thereby irrefiſtably determin'd to lay hold of the 
1 irſt Opportunity which ſhall offer, of freeing them- 
= „ 3 ſelves 


1 
ſelves from what they eſteem an intolerable Op- 
Preſſion. 


I BEG your Lordfhip ſeriouſly to weigh, Whe - 
ther, in the preſent Situation of Affairs, it would not 
be of Service to His Majeſty, to have His Pleaſure 
fignify'd, That the enſuing tae ſhall continue 
only tor One Tear ; for He can diſſolve it when He 
thinks fit : That He will encourage a Law for Triennial, | 

or even for Annual Parliaments ; and for preſerving, in 
the moſt Effectual Manner, the Freedom of Elettions, 
and preventing all Kinds of Bribery and Corruption? 
On this es, the Britiſh Liberties would be 
firmly Eftabliſhed, and innumerable good 8 1 


0 ces would flow therefrom. An Afurance of this Kind, 
muſt tend to the immediate Quieting the Minds of a 
diſturbed People; it would revive many drooping Spi- 
rits, and diſpell thoſe melancholy Clouds which at pre- 

| ſent encompaſs the moſt thoughtful Perſons. Surely, © 

"i from a Parliament freely and incorruptly choſen, the 

j King could have nothing to apprebend : They would 

il always give chearfully whatever was neceffary for the 


Publick Service, and the Support of the Honour and 
ignity of the Crown; and Bribery and Corruption. 
either Within or Without Doors, would be no longer 
neceſſary: Common Honeſty and Morality would again 
, revive, and Halcyon Days once more return to Britain: 
And I may add, That the paſt Miſtakes of ſuch Mini 
ſters as would concur in this Happy Eſtabliſhment of 
the Liberties of their Country, would be for ever bury'd 
in Oblivion. © SINOFE AB - 
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COPr of Mr. Hutcheſon's FIrrn 


LETTER fo the Earl of Sun- 
derland. 
l LonDon, APRIL It. 1722. 

Ay LORD, 


S other Letter incloſed with this, I wrote 


© Mp 


a Week ago in the Country, and have 
conſider'd it often ſince. I have honeſt- 

ly and plainly expreſs'd what in the pre- 
S5 Lat Jen dune appears to me Beſt for the 
Nation, Beſt for the King, and, all Things duely 
weigh'd, even Beſt for thoſe who have the Honour to 


ferve in the Adminiſtration. I think differently, in 


ſome Things, from other Gentlemen with whom I ge 
e 


nerally agree; and if I happen to differ alſo from 


Sentiments of the Miniſtry, I muſt endeavour, accord- 
ing to the Beſt of my own 
charge my Duty In and Out of Parliament, as becomes 


poor Underſtanding, to diſ- 


an Honeſt Engliſhman, and leave the Reſult to the Di- 
vine Providence. By ſuch a Conduct, I hope to enjoy 


Peace and Tranquility of Mind; which is a Happineſs 
I wou'd not exchange for any thing the whole World 
can give me in Lieu thereof: And f 


am very ſenſible, 
that in ſo advanc'd an Age, the Time muſt be near, 
when the Reflexions only on a Life of Integrity, will 
be able to yield me any Comfort. 8 
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I BEG your Lordſhip ſeriouſly to confider; what 
1 have now and formerly written to and diſcourled 
with your Lordſhip : And if you think a further Con- 
verſation with me, may be attended with any Fruit 
for the Good of Britain, I ſhall very readily agree to , 
Meeting when your Lordſhip ſhall pleaſe to appoint. 


Neceſſity of a Law for frequent new Parliaments, and 
to ſecure the Freedom of Elections: And I am firmly 
perſuaded, that without this, the Britiſh Conſtitution, 


7 andall Diſtinctions between Good and Evil, will in 
Time be loſt; conſidexing that Inundation of Bribery 
and Corruption which ſo viſibly appears, and ſeems to 


* 


threaten a General Deluge. 


TH E Seeds of this Evil have been long ſince ſown, 


and induſtriouſly culiivated by deſigning Men, for their 
Private Gain: But the Ruin occaſioned by the late 
Socuth. Sea Scheme, and other unhappy Projects, have 


cContributed more thereto, than all the other Devi- 
+ ces and Contrivances before that fatal Period. And, 
> ſurely, there is now no Time to be loſt in endeavour! 


a Cure; and I ſubmit it to the Conſideration of a 


good Exgliſh-men, Whether what I Have propoſed, be 


not the firſt neceſſary Step towards the effecting there- 


of; viz. Frequent New Parliaments, choſen without 
any indirect Influences . 
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T HIS will ſecure the Foundation on which every 
ood Work muſt be built, and effectually preſerve to 
* Nation the Advantages of thoſe Superſtructures. 
And, indeed, the Conduct of Men in this Particu- 
lar, will be to me a Criterion, to diſtinguiſh thoſe who 


are zealous for the Preſervation of our Legal Conſtitu- 


tion, from thoſe who have only in View Arbitrary and 


Deſpotic Power, in ſome Shape or other. 


1. this Were done, prudent Meaſures might be con- 


certed, for the Healing of our unhappy Party-Quarrels; 
and then we ſhould fee that Ferment ſubſide, which, 
to the great Misfortune of the Nation, bas too ou 


continued. Cate would be alſo taken, to avoid a 
retrench all unneceſſary Expences, and the Occaſions of 


them; and, inſtead of increaſing our heavy Load of 


Debt, we ſhould apply our ſelves to the ſpeedieſt Dif 
charge of the ſame, in order to the leſſening, as ſoon as 
velfible, the Publick Taxes. If*%we were once in ſuch 
a Track and Courſe, our Affairs would ſoon change 


their Face; the True National Credit, I do not mean 
the Chimerical Price of Stocks, would revive; and the 
Tranquility and Proſperity of the Kingdom, would 


follow, as a neceſſary Conſequence: And whoever fin- 


cerely deſires theſe Bleſſings for his Country, will zea- 


lonfly endeavour to obtain a Law for 'Frequent New 


Parliaments, and the utmoſt Fairneſs and Freedem in 
Eleftions. And certain it is, that if an effectual 8 


can be put to Bribery and Corruption in this Particular, 


which is of the higheſt Importance to the Nation, it 
will go a great Way to root out this Wickedneſs in all 
other Dealings amongſt Men; which, at preſent, re- 


ceives Encouragement, and is kept in Countenance, by 
what they ſee prattiſed in a Matter of the greateſt Mo- 


ment. 


BUT 


ORIGINAL FOUNTAIN OF ALL PERFECTION. 10A 
and relieve any Perſon in Diftreſs, yields a ſenſible 


the Laſt Great Day. 


[ 27 ] 


BU T if the Reverſe of theſe Meaſures ſhould be 
purſued and prevail, there will be nothing then left for 


Hat Men, but patiently to ſubmit tothe Evils which 


they are not able to prevent, and to bewail the ap- 
F Deſtruction of the Liberties of their Country. 

molt earneſtly recommend the Conſideration of this 
weighty Affair, to thoſe Gentlemen with whom I ſhall 
have the Honour to fit at the Meeting of the Parlia- 


ment. And I, as yet, flatter my ſelf, that we ſhall be all 


Unanimous in the moit proper Meaſures for the Wel- 
fare of our Country; and that by our Conduct we ſhall 
gain the Love and Eſteem of the preſent Ae, and 
tranſmit our Names to /ateff Poſterity with Honour and 
Reputation. 


THE Love of our Neighbour is che Second Great 
Commandment, and like unto the Firſt, even The Love 
of God; and the more extenſive our Charity is, the 


nearer we approach to the Aurho of our Being, 9 -- 
10 aſſi 


Pleaſure to the Man who has the Power and Oppor- 


tunity of doing it : but᷑ to contribute to the Welfare and 


Happineſs of a Whole Nation, muſt be attended with 
the moſt exquifre Delight, which in this Life we are 
capable of tafting. And I way add, That, in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, it will be the beſt Preparatory for 
that Happy State where all is Lovs: And our BLESSED 
Saviour has aſſured us, That there is no Entrance 
there, without a previous Life of Charity. The Go- 


pelt and Epiſtles are full of Exhortations and Perſuaſive 


Motives to a General Benevolence towards all Mankind, 
as far as we have Power and F of ſhewing 
it: But I think, nothing in Holy Writ, ſets this Mat- 


ter in a{lronger Light, than the Story of the Good 


Samaritan, and the Account given us of the Rule by 
which Rewards and Pay: /kments will be diſpenſed at 


I HEAR- 


31 


T1 HEAR TILY wiſh, That in the early Educa- 
tion of Children, and in the Schools of their more ad- 
vanced Years, the LOVE OF THEIR COUNTRY 
was inſtilled and taught, and its Beauty ſet off in pro- 
per Colours; and that our Reverend Clergy would fre- 
uently exert themſelves on this moſt Amiable Subject: 
or, Rut TO LOVE OUR COUNTRY, is to 


Love our Neighboxr in a very Noble and Extenſive - 
Manner; and whoever 1 the Second, will pay 


no Obedience to the Firſt Great Commandment : For 
be thai doth not love his Neighbour, whom he hath ſees ; 


will not love GO D, whom he hath not ſeen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


.. 


to the rs of the late Earl of Sunderland, 


and the Diſcoveries ſaid to be made therefrom, do 


now neceffarily oblige me to publiſh the aforegoing 
Letters, could I otherwiſe, with Prudence, have omit- 
ted it. | ch 


As to the ſubjeQ Matter of thoſs Letters, and of the 
INTRODUCTION and CONCL USION 
to the ſame, it car never be more ſeaſonably conſidered 


of, thangn the preſent Juncture; for if great Precau- 


tions are found neceſſary for the Preſervation of His 


Majeſty's Government againſt the Attempts only of 


Diſaffected Subjects; it muſt be confeſſed, That in 
ſuch a Situation, an Invaſion would be extremely dan- 
gerous; and therefore I conclude, That a Foreign War, 
1. gut produce an Invaſion, will be carctully 
avoided. | | 


= BUT, 


[30] 


BUT, as an abſolute Certainty from ſuch an Event 


cannot be depended on, it ſeems to be of the laſt Im 


tance, to provide in Time againſt it; by regaini halo 
Affections which have been loſt, and cementing the M 


inds 
ily divided People: And I am firmly per- 
Sr ls is ill Polite 0. be done, 1 t 
ility of the Ki 
ing or ſolid Foundation. 


of an unha 
ſuaded, 
the 
no other 


I HAVE freely mention'd what I think would 


greatly conduce to this Good Work ; and I hope other 

en will alſo publiſh their Thoughts: For, 
where All are concern d, All ought to give their Aſſiſt- 
ance. And certain it is, That uſeful Things have been 


ſometimes hit of by Perſons in a Low Sphere of Life, 
which have eſcap'd thoſe who mov d in the Higheſt. 
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Lately Publiſhed, 
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Papers, and Some Other FACT S, 


PREFACE to the ſame. 
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relating to the Laſt Eleclions at 
Weſtminſter and Haſting. With a 
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